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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the admitted prior art in view of either one of Ishikawa '970, or Ishikawa '057. 

The admitted prior art as described by applicant is the formation of a plastic bag 
which included a zipper portion thereon. It was known per se to incorporate a zipper 
which included a slider thereon. The admitted prior art suggested that one skilled in the 
art would have formed a tape which included a plurality of sliders inserted thereon. Prior 
to insertion of the sliders upon the tape, it was known to form restraints or stops for the 
slider at regular intervals along the tape. The tape of slider assemblies was known to 
have to be fed automatically to a station where each slider zipper assembly was cut off 
the end of the tape and attached to a respective section of a thermoplastic bag material 
in the making of the plastic bag having the slider zipper assembly thereon. The admitted 
prior art failed to expressly teach that one skilled in the art would have employed a 
guide mechanism which included a channel therein through which the zipper assembly 
was fed in the manufacture of the bag. Applicant is referred to pages 1-3 of the 
specification for a discussion of the admitted prior art. 

In the art of feeding zipper assemblies in the assembly of the zipper assemblies 
to make articles of manufacture, it was known at the time the invention was made to 
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employ a zipper guide which included a channel through which the zipper assembly was 
fed as evidenced by any one of Ishikawa '970 or Ishikawa '057. Each one of Ishikawa 
'970 or Ishikawa '057 suggested that one skilled in the art of feeding a zipper assembly 
would have fed the same though a guide which included a channel therein. More 
specifically, the reference to Ishikawa '970 suggested that those skilled in the art would 
have fed the zipper assembly through an upper guide 15 and a lower guide 16 which 
formed a channel through which zipper strip 2 was fed. The reference to Ishikawa '057 
suggested that it was known to feed a zipper assembly 2 through a channel formed by 
an upper guide member 1 1 and a lower guide member 9 in an automated process. It 
was known at the time the invention was made to feed a zipper assembly through a 
channel in the manufacture process to provide for easy handling of the zipper assembly. 
While neither channel arrangement was designed to carry a slider there through, one 
skilled in the art would have constructed the channel when using a zipper with a slider 
with a suitable cross sectional shape such that it was capable of feeding the zipper and 
slider assembly there through. Since is it was known at the time the invention was made 
to feed the zipper assemblies through a channel in the manufacture of an article of 
manufacture during automated production wherein the assembly was retained in the 
channel and unable to move about its axis when disposed therein (which would have 
assured one of proper feeding and orientation of the zipper assembly), it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
utilize the feed means of either one of Ishikawa '970 or Ishikawa '057 in the process of 
feeding a zipper assembly including a slider of the admitted prior art (note that the 
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channel would have been designed to carry not only the zipper portion but also the 
slider associated with the same as one skilled in the art would have appreciated the 
same). 

With regard to the various dependent claims, note that the references to Ishikawa 
'970 or Ishikawa '057 suggested that one skilled in the art would have utilized a roller 
arrangement for feeding the zipper assemblies through the operation wherein one 
contacted the flange portion of the zipper assembly with the roller for feed through. 
Additionally, one skilled in the art would have been expected to design the channel of a 
length to accommodate at least two slider assemblies simultaneously wherein the axial 
movement of the zipper assembly associated with the slider would have been limited by 
its path through the channel. The use of a channel of a length such that it was capable 
of handling two slider assemblies would have been obvious as such would have: (1) 
ensured that the next to be fed zipper/slider assembly was ready for feeding through the 
channel, and; (2) limited movement of the zipper slider assembly by having at least two 
sliders in the channel at all times (whereby the zipper assembly would have been 
unable to move within the channel). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff H. Aftergut whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1212. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:15-345 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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